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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (cun-ently amended): A head stack assembly for a disk drive, comprising: 
a stamped actuator arm; 

a coil portion attach e d to th e stamp e d actu a tor arrrv - 

a head gimbal assembly attached to the stamped actuator arm, the head gimbal 
assembly including a trace suspension flex having a metal base layer and 
a plurality of conductors supported by the metal base layer; 

the stamped actuator arm including: 

a boro dofining a pivot axis; 

an actuator arm side surface extending longitudinally along the stamped actuator 
arm; and 

a plurality of longitudinally spaced-apart stamped protrusion s, the stamped 

protrusions being in contact w'rth for s upport i ng the trace suspension flex, 
each stamped protrusion extending from the actuator arm side surface-iB 
a dir e ction g e n e rally perpendicu l ar to th e pivot axis , and the plurality of 
stamped protrusions being an integer in a range between 2 to 3. 

Claim 2 (cunrently amended): The head stack assembly of claim 1 , wherein the tategeF 
fe-g stamped actuator ami farther includes a top surface extending lonaitudlnallv 
along the stamped actuator ami, and each stamped protmsion extends from the 
actuator arm side surface in a direction that is generally parallel to the top 



Claim 3 (currently amended): The head stack assembly of claim 1 , wherein th e int e g e r 
4G-3 the trace suspension flex is attached to at least one of the stamped 
protrusions . 



surface. 
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Claim 4 (currently amended): The head stack assembly of claim S 1, wherein at least 
one of t he stamped protrusions ar e g e n e r a lly e qua ll y s pac e d - apart longitudinal l y 
along tho actuator arm s i d e surf a c e has a thickness that Is substantially less than 
that of the stamped actuator arm . 

Claim 5 (currently amended): A disk drive comprising: 
a disk drive base; 

a spindle motor attached to the disk drive base; 
a disk supported on the spindle motor; 
a head stack assembly rotatably coupled to the disk drive base; 
the head stack assembly Including: 
a stamped actuator arm; 

a co i l portion att a ched to th e s tamped actuator a rm; 

a head gimbal assembly attached to the stamped actuator arm, the head 



gimbal assembly including a trace suspension flex having a metal 
base layer and a plurality of conductors supported by the metal 
base layer; 

the stamped actuator arm including: 

a boro defining a p i vot ax l e; 

an actuator anm side surface extending longitudinally along the stamped 
actuator arm; and 

a plurality of longitudinally spaced-apart stamped orotaision s. the stamped 
protrusions being in contact with for supporting the trace 
suspension flex, each stamped protnjsion extending ftrom the 
actuator arm side suri'ace in a dir e ct i on g e n e ra l ly porpondrou l arto 
th e pivot axis , the plurality of stamped protrusions t>eing an integer 
in a range between 2 to 3. 
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Claim 6 (cun-ently amended): The disk drive of claim 5, wherein the i nteger i o 2 

stamped actuator arm further includes a top surface extending longitudinally 
along the stamped actuator arm, and each stamped protrusion extends from the 
actuator arm side surface in a direction that is generally parallel to the top 

Claim 7 (currently amended): The disk drive of claim 5, wherein th e int e ger \ b 3 the 
trace suspension flex Is attached to at least one of the stamped protrusions . 

Claim 8 (currently amended): The disk drive of claim ?^ 5, wherein the integer te 3 and 
the stamped protmsfons are generally equally spaced-apart longitudinally along 
the actuator arnri side surface. 

Claim 9 (new): The disk drive of claim 5, wherein at least one of the stamped 

protrusions has a thickness that is substantially less than that of the stamped 
actuator amn. 
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